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A Preliminary Research on the Layout of the Jin Dynasty Temple of the Changbai Mountain Deity
Zhao Junjie et al.

An archaeological survey and excavation (2014~2017) on the Jin Dynasty Temple of the Changbai
Mountain Deity shed light on the main base of the construction. It was confirmed that the site was a
unit, south facing, mainly rectangular, and surrounded and concealed by outer walls. At the centre of the
northern part, there is an ‘H’ shaped temple hall in the cloister courtyard. Iis layout matched the record
in the Collected Rites of the Jin Dynasty, and the construction of the temple basically originated during
the Dading regnal years in the Shizong reign. This paper, comparing it with the Houtu Temple at
Wanrong in Shanxi, the Zhongyue Temple at Dengfeng in Henan, the Dai Temple at Taian in Shandong,
the Nanyue Temple at Hengyang in Hunan, the Xiyue Temple at Huayin in Shaanxi, and the Jidu
Temple at Jiyuan in Henan, proposed that the layout of the Changbai Moutain Temple partially originated
from other temples that were built from the Song Dynasty onwards to worship important mountains,
towns, rivers, and seas. However, it did not compete with other mountain temples in its scale. It showed
that worship of the Changbai Mountain was important in the Jin Dynasty, but it mainly focused on the
ritual system and ritual practice that took place twice a year in both spring and autumn rather than the

layout and scale of the temple.
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