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ABSTRACT: Through analysis of building process traces left on the surface of unearthed roof tiles during

the Song and Yuan periods, along with analysis of ground-surface architecture, historical documents, and imagery,

this study points out that traces of black pigment on roof tiles are likely the marks of painting with black coals on

roof ridge tiles. Building upon this observation, decorative painting techniques using black and white pigments

on roof ridge tiles during the Song and Yuan periods are also analyzed. Three types of roof tiles were produced

during the Song and Yuan periods: glazed roof tiles, pale green-colored roof tiles, and plain roof tiles. This study

also preliminarily discusses decorative techniques for different kinds of roof ridge tiles during the Song and Yuan

periods, based on other lines of evidence.
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