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From Prefectural Center to Imperial Capital:
The Institution of City Gates and Related Ideas Reflected in

the Construction and Reconstruction Projects of Tang and Song City Gates

WANG Ziqgi
(School of History, Renmin University of China)

Abstract: The building of city gates carried ritual significance in pre-modern China. The gates of the
capital cities Chang’an and Luoyang in the Han Dynasties were built with three doorways. Till the
Sui and Tang Dynasties, a system of constructing city gates had been established. The more impor-
tant the city was, the more doorways were constructed in its gates. The construction and recon-
struction of the city gates of the capitals in the Northern Song Dynasty, especially the main gate of
the palace city, were also influenced by institutions of LLuoyang and Changan in the Sui and Tang
Dynasties. Take, for example, the Song capital city Kaifeng. The southern gate of the palace city
was reconstructed with three doorways and two gate towers in the early Northern Song Dynasty,
just like Luoyang. Then, following the institution of Chang’an, the gate was reconstructed with five
doorways in the later period. This further influenced the construction and reconstruction of local cit-
ies in the Song Dynasty.

Key words: City Gates; System of constructing city gates; ldea of constructing city gates
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